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and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Adrriinistrative Instructions). 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. ( sent to tne International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carriers)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. II 


□ 


Box No. m 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VHI 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

18 March 2004 (18.03.2004) 



Date of completion of this report 

29 September 2004 (29.09.2004) 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 



Facsimile No. 



Authorized officer 



Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARYTffiPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Internatio^^^>lication No. 

PCT/JP2003/010483 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

F~\ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23 . 1 (b)) 

[ | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

{ | international prelirninary exarnination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2 With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement she f^!^^^ n 
' /uZshed to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as originally filed 
and are not annexed to this report): 

The international application as originally filed/furnished 

I 1 the description: _ . „ _ f . , , 

1 — 1 , as originally filed/furnished 

pages 

c* 



pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



| | the claims: 
pages 



, as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



| | the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



, as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



3 The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages _ 

[ | the claims, Nos. 



| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

[~] any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



4. 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule70.2(c)). 

E*3 the description, pages 8, 8/1-8/13 

| | the claims, Nos. 



| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

[ | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Supplemental Box 

(to be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: 1,4 



The amendments on pages 8 and 8/1 to 8/13, which 
add disclosures such as "configure so that an operation 
means such as a mouse or a keyboard is connected to the 
USB port (34) without the provision of an independent 
operation unit (36), " and "among the modules (software 
modules) that constitute a program to be executed by the 
CPU (43) , the modules that exhibit a high level of 
dependence upon the hardware, for example, are stored in 
the ROM (43), " go beyond the scope of the disclosures in 
the international application as filed. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-15 



1-15 



1-15 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2000-49998 A (Ricoh Co 



Document 2 



Ltd.), 18 

February 2 0 00, entire text, all drawings, 
(Family: none) 

JP 2002-203168 A (Sharp Corp.), 19 July 
2002, entire text, all drawings, (Family: 
none) 



Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 9-12, 14 and 15 do not involve an 
inventive step in the light of document 1 cited in the 
international search report. When displaying a pull-down 
menu, etc., in a windowing system or the like, it is 
common practice for functions (commands) that cannot be 
executed to be displayed in a format that is different 
from the conventional format; therefore, it would be easy 
to apply the technical feature wherein functions that 
cannot be used at the present are displayed using a 
display format that is different from the conventional 
display format in the image forming device management 
system that is disclosed in document 1 . 

Claims 5, 8 and 13 do not involve an inventive step 
in the light of document 1 and document 2 cited in the 
international search report. It would be easy to apply the 
technical feature that is disclosed in document 2, wherein 
information for a user is transmitted on the basis of the 
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use history for the user, to the image forming device 
management system that is disclosed in document 1. 
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THE FOLLOWING ARE THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
OF ANNEXES TO THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT (ARTICLE 34): 

Amended Sheets (Pages 14-14/20) 




Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention 

When a menus screen shown in Fig. 12 is displayed, 
step S2 is reached. In step S2, the CPU 42 determines 
whether any button is focused. 

If in step S2 any of the buttons displayed on the 
menu screen is found to be focused, step S3 is reached. 
In step S3, the CPU 42 determines whether the focused 
button is a heading button or an item button. If in step 
S3 the focused button is found to be a heading button, 
then step S4 is reached. In step S4, the CPU 42 
recognizes those item buttons which represent the 
functions belonging to the category corresponding to the 
heading button, updates the menu screen to reflect the 
recognized item buttons on the display 52, and returns to 
step S2 . 

If in step S3 the focused button is found to be an 
item button, step S5 is reached. In step S5, the CPU 42 
determines whether the focused item button is an optional 
button . 

If in step S5 the focused item button is not found 
to be an optional button, i.e., if the focused item 
button is found to be an executable button, then step S6 
is reached. In step S6, the CPU 42 determines whether the 
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x.T$tvfctj(Dt®fte>^S©-Cs *©«3E#;S*ifca»ofct><DfcUTtofcUi:. (P CT8UU70. 2(c)) 

% 8, 8/1-8/1 3 
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HWJP03/10483 
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8 

I3l7te, s<iy*TJ* 2 1 (D^M^WM^^^ n— b"efeSo 
01814, f-w^i/^^A 2 1 (D^aSrR^Ki~a^n— ^-r— h^&So 
Ell 9 {4. 1f|R!ttif#^«!sS^lftKi-S7o— — h-Cfc5o 
5 0 2 o te, bfciiff i/^x Aa^g-rs if ^^x/v&Sfci^i- 

3§ m * mm-i- 5 fc £» ©ft & <z>?« 

2 2, *3,fct>*l JSA-h^ Vlfv>3 ygti2 3 U 2 3 2 , 2 3 3 , • • • 
^frTV^o ::X\ KT> iSHs THf^3^«2 3 1 , 2 3 2 , 2 3 

15 3 , • • • mz.m.mirZ'&m&te^mv) , f i/tr^a ^s«»2 3 ^ta^i- 

t-^77A2 1it — * 2 2 5r^SU-C. 7" W If 5? 3 ^g:{§i$S 2 

20 ?>Vl&mn, t&tMLT-rvtf-fa&m, mmmWk, CATV (Cable Television) fflft 

^©^11* j^hkd i «s^-b^^^^-e«^ £ *Vt „ X V If a 

fi2 3te, *y M7 — ^ 2 2§r^lft tt, fw^^rA2 1 £ «9 ~r^> 

0 614, 0 U\?i?3 ^&jMlM2 3©a- K^Tlfj&^JSr^LTV^, 

25 ^Utfi^s yg«2 3(4, ^f^7x^f/^731, ^D-fe^/M * 
4 1, T£? h^y h^'M * 5 1 ^b#fifc£;ftTV^o 4 ^ — ^y* 

✓M*3 1, :/cH?*-7^M* 4 1 , T7 h/y hf^M^5 KD^f^M^f^ 
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4 y^7i- P.? 1 s<4 X 3 1 LAN (Local Area Netowork) — b 3 2 > ^ 
a -t33, USB (Universal Serial Bus) h 3 4 s IEEE(Institute of 
5 Electrical and Electronics Engineers) 1394 h 3 5. 3 6&t*$r 

TCP/IP (Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol) ii'ftttf)^ ^/ $ ~7 
10 L-C»t&*t-5. fa-t3 3f^ W*-t£. BST^^^^m CS^^f 

^^/v^s i&±^rv m±$lt I-*? famtz}£<D&m(Diikm<Dm 

fTT^o USB*°-b3 4te, USB^m^^WUfca^fifJ^^fTPo IEEE1394 
7K-h3 5f^ IEEE1394<^mi&^Wbfcjim^^ff 5o 3 6 ^- 

&*5 N LAN b 3 2 n USB h 3 4 , iSXXf- IEEE1394 h 3 5 A 
20 Tfc6tf^ r©i9*TO3 6^iul^(tfl!:> 

v^*:^^^ usbtk-i> 3 4\z.mm-$-z>& p^-r^^^^^T-fe^o 

^Pir^x^^ * 4 1 te\ CPU 4 2, R0M(Read Only Memory) 4 3, 
RAM(Random Access Memory) 4 4 „ ^ — f^f^^4 5 s ^77^y^7 

25 7*-^^^^ 3 1 ^l-S^A^M-rS&S^s >f^*:7*-*^M 
* 3 1 kT? Y-7y hf^^ 5 1 (BfliflffiifliSffifcifSrfT 5. 
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Wlo, CPU42te N R0M4 3^RAM4 4^|B'It (JUM) $ flftL^n Jfy J»%Mft 
mm~*Zo ROM 4 3 N CPU4 3 ^HfTi-S^n^^^SrW^-t"**^*— /l' 

5 — ^SrlBttLTV^. R0M4 3 fcHEHt&frtfc^^a.— /W*> ^t^^:^ 15 ! 

IBT?*>5*^ R0M4 3 (DftfrV) HI6 ^*5V^T^m-e^-f-J; 5 
EEPROM (Electrically Erasable Programmable ROM) 4 9 £ri£&j\ EEPROM 
4 9^ N R0M4 3 tefBttSfrl/t^a— ^SrlBlft ± 5 fcUTfcftl^ r<D 

4§-£\ EEPR0M4 9 fcUlt^ttfc*^*— ^ — i>3 ^T^'7 B ^<DSif^'5T 

10 mtftZo 

RAM4 4^r±> * b V— ^4 8 ^bio^tfi £frfc^E- v 5 ^ — /l^JgW! $*L3 0 * 
fc. RAM4 4WU CPU4 2^#®(D^S?r : fT5 Ji-T?i^^^^— ^^r— ^1Blmi-S 0 
ft3o N RAM 4 4 £i N * hW — v»4 8 ^ b^^W $ ^fc^ v 5 ^— /V&JgiH § fe 
lc N CPU4 2##«©8ySS:fT5 Ji"T?^S3&7*-^Srfa«i-S©t+^^|B«« • 
15 *Sr^TUTV>5"t>©i:"t - So 

7 s ^ 4 5 f3 N ^ ^x'M* 3 1 fcATJ ^ftfcW^T* 

' ATJ^Hfc®^^— &(D 0 %<D^ ^J^-fis CG (Computer Graphics) (Df^^ $r#Q; 
3i"*. ^7^7 4 7^ 4 y^7i- ^^M* 3 1 \£Xt}%fotzM®L 

^77^fj'^W^4 6, fe«t^tfftf^^4 7<D^l^tfCii, ffl 

25 -^^^ir^^tiSCT^^tts) fcLt^ts^ojbST*-^ (y 

7 b**r«r&if) SrSBttti-*. 



PCi/JPU3/lU48iJ 

0 n%&m? 18.3.2004 

8/3 

TV V7y hy*^4x. 5 l Ei, t*^ W 5 2 £;*i: 0 — # 5 3 ft£rT?#J$& 
10 i5^fto^5. 

J&CT\ fVW ^f&J^l API (Application Program Interface)*^ W 

15 -v, *5 itmt&^v 5 ^ hwt© 3oid w-^r (PgJI) tePBJUb^ft-cv^. 

^✓M^WWW^Wu ^Olo±t© K#*T#t#&2*<6V^ API* 

20 ftWtioWTOfl!f#©^5 i 9^Wfl**ff5fc«>©f ffl i/F U^*-:? 
^_^) *©fffiI/F^lt, API J|#fcW-rfc£>iif&&fT 5o 

#<D^>9 4: 0^«lP««rff pfc&O^ffl I/F 5:flT^^ h 
25 T\ APIfl#tW^£<DiHf SrfT 5 £ £ t>*-> API litfc W t>s ^ffl I/F 
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*K: % @8lr#!llT, W^MPW^ APl^ftW^r. «MB^-^^* 
X<DMW<Dltlb<D'( y^7x-^ (x/M ^flfJfM i/f) t*^*^- 

10 a— /W3u Je©* ^a-;Hr^frt 5 ^ i: It i o T*!li § Ji5 f y ^ ± 

<D ROM ^if^MW^ttSo BP*>* #Jx.fc£> ^©^nl?;*?*^;* 4 1 fcoV^ 
TWu f^^WWtCJIt5y7b!)x7H R0M4 3fc:IB1ft£*LS. 

rrt\ f^^WWtlcItSy^M^xTttm 0!l&f£ s 
OS (Operating System) N 7r^i)i7> T^'M ^ K?^^^ # s 5 „ ^*5s 

15 OS f* N ^^^^(Dfimz.^ 7Vy FM©t©^tit50^ 

apih&w-y^ hw-iri:my7f>>x7^n 

20 60 API API Sr*^-t-5^^3i^ h >P) tt s M 

8fcfB«$*t5. t£oT, *hU-^4 8^ fcffcft API Sr#J$-f 5^"^* 
* hSrlBtt^Sr. £:T% ^ffejfe API ©o^in^BT^i: ;feoTV^5 0 

r rx% APimm\<"( j r\zm-rz>y7 ht^r (apd ^ut^ #ix.fc£, ^ 

25 K;n)x7^77^y^7^77!)^^fe5 0 fiU API ft&W -rfciJSi- 
SAPIte, flljfcff. *fffiJ®JW-Y^ API»^W-¥K:Sltti-5^M^ 

flMffl I/F, *fcr±*aA^flif*«!l»ffl I/F«r^i-5t>Ot2:RRfeHSo 
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fr*3 N * v>4 8 ^falt^ttfc API <D*?Z?=>l— ;KCoV>T.ti, ^V-tfv? 

3^tl2 3(DlIt^l^ * hV- Sfrb-t^Tm&mZfr. RAM 4 

^ Hl s 1f©©tt5f#:flStfcB#^"CN CPU 4 2 2* RAM 4 4 Ji^SH UT^ff 

#>s * hW- i>4 8 MfBtt^ftTV^o 

h^frfn— K/B*e?» — /W3\ M7 — ^ 2 2^1T, 

25 Kffl*i^3.— /Wis /v©Sfll©flLK:^ if 
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3(Dm,U^r^^, * his— v>4 8frbWlfym£tlX RAM 4 4±HIi$K 
CPU 4 2 8*V^-Cfc!mTTtefc:IKtei:$ft5. 

has, ^ vifv^a yg«2 3 ^^^^n- K^ttfcm-a-^s ^e^ff 

M^-— 5^4 8^feW5^W$nTRAM4 4±^JRM*^ CPU 4 2 *SV>o"C ti^fr 

15 ^^^—/^tmm^-s f Hf^a y^ti2 3©iM^y^> ^h^48 
^bge^W£frT RAM 4 4±|Cjgffi$*L N CPU 4 2 J&^OT? t^^tB^^B t 

& fi,X RAM 4 4 JifcllP & frt/N CPU4 2aH>OT*fc^fT^fBfc*fc1SBfc Sft*. * 
£><D GUI (Graphical User Interface) t Lt©, #Jx.fi£ N * pf 

25 ffi©***HWfcirt>fT5. 
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*MB*^*^ * 8 fcfBlt£*tTV>fcv^fcft API Sr^Si: 

Tfttx 3^(DTHf^3^«2 3 1 , 2 3 2 , 2 3 8 £|B^ LTfc 5 T Is 

xWt^a ^§1^2 3^^. hW-vU 8 & N WHfi^a ygM2 3^ 
10 5/^^ i ^fflV^T, 7M/^4 8,i:iUfe5 0 

Hi 9 fcl^Ts tw^TAZlfi, X U tfv 5 a 2 3 fc* v 5 ^-— /l' 

BP*>> #-^f-f Mlf^6 1» 7 7^^*/^ his— i?m-9— 2, 

15 ^6 4"TM*J&£*l/C*5»J x fl/^3>'tti2 3^f,0g*tf£;CTs £-31© 
flMffiSrHfrfS. tw?^fA2 1lt 4-^^© N 1 2 3 

*/Hf>f bfflf— If*. fUfv^a Steffi 2 3^b©T^-fe^^ft 
#H^tt5> V^tffeP i:fcSf— JUfg^v^^ f^S^— 

25 A H/-i?fflfw<6 2 N -»|E/i^ifflt^6 3, * fcte^-lf «*/ 
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25 E110^ N @ 9 (DtK— 9 Art- 4 f/flf— '<6 1 O/n— Kl>*T#^WSr 



8/9 



1 Klft$&&*LTV^!BI«tis:£ UO^-Kf^f^^ 7 5^ROM7 3 

£>5W*£f:: x 7 B n^7^f*> 71/^^7^^ CD-ROM (Compact Disc 
Read Only Memory), MO(Magneto Optical) x^f * ^ , DVD(Digital Versatile 

Disc), mn.y 1 ^^^, ^ftt^v ttaav ^^ibi^^s 1 ^> — n# 

hfflf— * 6 1 IC^T V* ^!7yn-Wb^o, f^f^ 

15 fc«9 N LAN (Local Area Network) N — ^ y b £ V^ofc^ y M7 — ? 2 2 

/^6im ^(D<];MaTgi$tlt<5/n^7A^ iHfg& 7 8 X^\t U 

bfflir— ^6 1 ft, CPU(Central Processing Unit) 7 2 
20 LTV^ 0 CPU7 2^(i N 7 1 UT, AttiTM V 8 0 

$tVT*5«9. CPU 7 2 ft, Affi7J-f — * 8 O ^LT^ f-w^^^A 

2 1<DfItiacT, ^l?*, -^-Y^^-e#^$tt5A7J^7 

7^^$tb^r: bK£ $>5VM:£i§figfl7 8^«B£<£iHf S:=fT5 r. 

m^&XJj&flZ -^frU-Lfc^o-C. ROM (Read Only Memory) 7 3 
25 fcl&^£^TV^:/n^7 A^rH^fi-^o fcSV^i, Jcfc, CPU 7 2tt^ K 
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ftT^— Kr^f^^ 7 5 1^^ b-^^ttfc^n^^^Sr, RAM(Random 
Access Memory) 7 4^n— KLT^fT"T5o £*tK:«fc»K CPU72&, 

5 iKgfclStt, M&fcf. Affl^^7x^8 0^tT, LCD(Liquid 
Crystal Display).^* *L3 ffi7J«S 7 6 3> 6>(H^ % fcSV^ 

iifa$B7 8^6>iHff % Kf^^^ 7 5 »C|B«***« 0 

f-w^e 1, ^T^/^iaff/^ b u—^m-f—^ 6 2 N ®SE/Bft^«iaffl^— ^ 

6 3, cx^if-iffg/^r^cw- 4^tt^n^#S©AaiaSr 

25 ^—ras, ^==-Bi^f5± 5tc N ^#§P3 6 Srtftf^-f«i N 

CPU4 2«u *^y:/s iKfcv^ ^ M^-v J 4 8Sr#^-r5^<b^a:t) N m 
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ip-fe. cpu4 2f^ * hi — 8iz-^vi^^Ax-h^mm^^^^ h*m 

5 «TtlftSl!g£ LTfP§H-5o $ kfcx CPU 4 2 ft, ^ h i^4 8 ^flMB^^S? 

^v^5) fcas^&frtfcGUI i: LT£>y~^— WSSr^b, f^f^^v-f 5 

--^ ^t^^^fexttt^i:^ rv^3 ^gfc«2 3©3L— r*S8£ 
20 BL^SitSr^t. AfcttfcW:, f^yW5 2J:^ #-y/u 
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012 (Mt5Bl3»I015Tt>lRl*) ^L^-^-jljE^Jgg 

IHlUcM!^ ^"ry^S 1 tfcv^ m l 2 fc^-f^ £tt 
fc^f3\ ^f^y^S 2fc*i#-> CPU4 2te N = a — mmfci&TFZthtc^-rtlfr 

25 XxZtltcknfe&Zltzm'B-, XT^ys 3 Mit^ N CPU4 2te. ^©7t-* 
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• ^^T'feSt^^c*^ ^TS'^S4|:i^ CPU4 2&, :7;*--#*$ 
EffLT. ^.^^^S 2l3lM6o 

10 S^^tfS, ^fTRTfetf^^fcS*^ *Ty7*S6\zm^ CPU4 2H\ ^ 
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